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witty man, and one the King trusted in very much, for his advice in promoting the dispensing power for liberty of conscience, was taken; and Father Petre, the King's confessor, who was the greatest incendiary in that transaction, and one of the privy council, the first Jesuit that had sat there for many years.
The King at his going away wrote to the general officers of the army to this effect, that things being come to extremity, and being forced to send away the Queen and prince, he was forced to follow himself; hoping that it might at some time please God to touch the hearts of this nation with true loyalty and honour ; that if he could have trusted in his troops, he would in the least have had one blow for it. But though there were some loyal and brave men amongst them, both officers and soldiers, yet it was their own advice to him not to venture himself at their head, or to fight the Prince of Orange with them. He thanked those that had stuck to him for their fidelity; and though, he did not expect they should expose themselves by resisting a foreign army and a poisoned nation, yet he hoped they would preserve themselves free from associations and pernicious things. Postscript: that as he had ever found them loyal, so they ever had, and ever should, find him a kind master. My Lord Feversharn, commanding as general, sent this letter to the prince, and told him. that it bearing directions or orders not to make opposition against anybody, he had given notice of it in the army, to prevent the effusion of Christian blood ; and upon it a great part of the army disbanded.
About the llth or 12th day his Majesty, being in a hoy, with very few with him, amongst others Sir Edward Hales, and passing from an island in Kent, was boarded hy a boat that had thirty-six armed men on board her, which was going, as they called it, a priest codding or catching. They used the King, and especially those that were with him, very uncivilly, took from his Majesty 300